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Summary: MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to write papers and cite 

sources within the liberal arts and humanities. This resource, updated to reflect the MLA Handbook for 

Writers of Research Papers (7th ed.) and the MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing (3rd ed.), 

offers examples for the general format of MLA research papers, in-text citations, endnotes/footnotes, and 

the Works Cited page.  
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According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the end of 

your research paper. All entries in the Works Cited page must correspond to 
the works cited in your main text. 

Basic Rules 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should 

have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your 
paper. 

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation 
marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging 

indent. 

 List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that 

appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-
50. 

Additional Basic Rules New to MLA 2009 

 For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication. Most entries will likely be 

listed as Print or Web sources, but other possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD. 

 Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries. However, if your instructor or 
publisher insists on them, include them in angle brackets after the entry and end with a 
period. For long URLs, break lines only at slashes. 

 If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you 
retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in italics. You do 
not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name. 

Capitalization and Punctuation 

 Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an), 
prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the 
Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose. 

 New to MLA 2009: Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, 
magazines) and quotation marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

 



 

Listing Author Names 

Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for entire 

edited collections, editor names). Author names are written last name first; 
middle names or middle initials follow the first name: 

Burke, Kenneth 

Levy, David M. 

Wallace, David Foster 

Do not list titles (Dr., Sir, Saint, etc.) or degrees (PhD, MA, DDS, etc.) with 

names. A book listing an author named "John Bigbrain, PhD" appears simply 

as "Bigbrain, John"; do, however, include suffixes like "Jr." or "II." Putting it 
all together, a work by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would be cited as "King, 

Martin Luther, Jr.," with the suffix following the first or middle name and a 
comma. 

More than One Work by an Author 

If you have cited more than one work by a particular author, order the 

entries alphabetically by title, and use three hyphens in place of the author's 
name for every entry after the first: 

Burke, Kenneth. A Grammar of Motives. [...] 

---. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...] 

When an author or collection editor appears both as the sole author of a text 

and as the first author of a group, list solo-author entries first: 

Heller, Steven, ed. The Education of an E-Designer.  Heller, Steven 
and Karen Pomeroy. Design Literacy: Understanding Graphic 

Design. 

Work with No Known Author 

Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened 
version of the title in the parenthetical citations in your paper. In this case, 

Boring Postcards USA has no known author: 



Boring Postcards USA. [...] 

Book with One Author 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. 

Print. 

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. 

Print. 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent 
author names appear in first name last name format. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer 

Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the 

piece as you would any other work in a collection but do not include the 
publisher information. Also, if the reference book is organized alphabetically, 

as most are, do not list the volume or the page number of the article or 
item. 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations 

marks, and italicizing the periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. 
Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic format is as follows: 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: 

pages. Medium of publication. 

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-

71. Print. 

Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 

143-48. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper 



Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the 

different pagination in a newspaper. If there is more than one edition 
available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), 

identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.). 

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured 

Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: LZ01. Print. 

Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late 

ed.: A1. Print. 

If the newspaper is a less well-known or local publication, include the city 

name and state in brackets after the title of the newspaper. 

Behre, Robert. "Presidential Hopefuls Get Final Crack at Core of S.C. 

Democrats." Post and Courier [Charleston, SC] 29 Apr. 2007: A11. 

Print. 

Trembacki, Paul. "Brees Hopes to Win Heisman for Team." Purdue 

Exponent [West Lafayette, IN] 5 Dec. 2000: 20. Print. 

Abbreviations Commonly Used with Electronic Sources 

If publishing information is unavailable for entries that require publication 

information such as publisher (or sponsor) names and publishing dates, MLA 
requires the use of special abbreviations to indicate that this information is 

not available. Use n.p. to indicate that neither a publisher nor a sponsor 

name has been provided. Use n.d. when the Web page does not provide a 
publication date. 

When an entry requires that you provide a page but no pages are provided 

in the source (as in the case of an online-only scholarly journal or a work 
that appears in an online-only anthology), use the abbreviation n. pag. 

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing 

electronic sources in MLA style. Not every Web page will provide all of the 
following information. However, collect as much of the following information 

as possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 

 Author and/or editor names (if available) 

 Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 

 Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print publications have Web publications 
with slightly different names. They may, for example, include the additional information or otherwise modified 
information, like domain names [e.g. .com or .net].) 

 Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue numbers. 



 Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 

 Take note of any page numbers (if available). 

 Medium of publication. 

 Date you accessed the material. 

 URL (if required, or for your own personal reference; MLA does not require a URL). 

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often 
updated, and information available on one date may no longer be available 

later. If a URL is required or you chose to include one, be sure to include the 
complete address for the site. (Note: The following examples do not include 

a URL because MLA no longer requires a URL to be included.) 

Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no 

publishing date is given. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version 

number. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the 

site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if 

available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and 

Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 Apr. 2008. 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 

Nov. 2003. Web. 10 May 2006. 

Course or Department Websites 

Give the instructor name. Then list the title of the course (or the school 

catalog designation for the course) in italics. Give appropriate department 
and school names as well, following the course title. Remember to use n.d. if 

no publishing date is given. 

Felluga, Dino. Survey of the Literature of England. Purdue U, Aug. 

2006. Web. 31 May 2007. 

English Department. Purdue U, 20 Apr. 2009. Web. 14 May 2009. 

A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, 

followed by the information covered above for entire Web sites. Remember 
to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is 

given. 



"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, Inc., n.d. Web. 24 

Feb. 2009. 

An Interview 

Interviews typically fall into two categories: print or broadcast published and 
unpublished (personal) interviews, although interviews may also appear in 

other, similar formats such as in email format or as a Web document. 

Personal Interviews 

Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List 

the interview by the name of the interviewee. Include the descriptor 
Personal interview and the date of the interview. 

Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2000. 

 


